
Week Page 2011 Edition Page 2015 Edition
2 29 The pattern labels use hyphens for 

compound sentences and parentheses when 
referring to complex sentences.

31 The pattern labels use hyphens for simple 
sentences, forward slashes (/) for compound 
sentences, and parentheses when referring to 
complex sentences.

2 34 There are seven attributes of verbs to explore 
over the course of the year.

36 There are seven characteristics of verbs to 
explore over the course of the year.

2 34–37 The seven attributes are listed but not 
numbered.

36–39 The seven characteristics of verbs are 
numbered.

2 44 Personal Pronouns: Nominative, Objective, 
Possessive, Reflexive

46–47 Personal Pronouns: Subjective, Objective, 
Possessive, Reflexive

2 47 “Reflexive” bullet is moved directly under 
“Possessive” bullet to be included in the list of 
Personal Pronouns.

2 45 Other Pronouns: Relative, Interrogative, 
Demonstrative, Indefinite

47 Other Pronouns changed to same order 
as Pronouns (Chart F): Demonstrative, 
Interrogative, Indefinite, Relative.

2 55 In last pattern, Vt is labeled as Verb-
intransitive.

57 In last pattern, Vt is labeled as Verb, transitive.

3 61 In QetQ example, “heart” is classified as 
noun: singular, common, concrete.

63 In QetQ example, “heart” is classified as noun: 
singular, common, abstract.

3 66 Homophones: sea/sea 68 Homophones: sea/see
all Task 3: 
Question 
Confir-
mation

Words from sentence are italicized and remain 
in same case (capitalized or lowercase) as used 
in sentence.

3 73 Task 4 Diagram: Jesus, (Lord); “our” is 
beneath “Jesus.”

75 Task 4 Diagram: Jesus (Lord) [removed 
comma]; “our” and “most/wonderful” are 
moved beneath “(Lord).”

4 82 Spelling Rule: (key, kick, kyannite) 84 Spelling Rule: (key, kick, kyanite)
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Changes from 2011 edition to 2015 edition

Essentials of the English Language (EEL) leads parents and students on 
a journey through the English language. As we have traveled along this 
terrain, crevices and hazards have been detected along the way. In order 
to create a secure path, many of those hazards have been secured and 
corrected. The 4th edition of the Essentials of the English Language has been 
revised to correct some errors in mechanics and formatting, but the content 
of the material has not been changed. Below is a list of corrections that were 
made to the guide. If you have the 3rd edition of EEL, use this document to 
make the following corrections in your guide.
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4 85 Task 6 QetQ charts are labeled VERB, 
NOUN.

87 Task 6 QetQ charts are labeled VERB, 
PRONOUN.

4 86 Task 6 QetQ charts are labeled VERB, 
NOUN.

88 Task 6 QetQ charts are labeled VERB, 
PRONOUN.

5 89 First paragraph: This is the final of the four 
sentence patterns that students will learn.

91 First paragraph: This is the final of the four 
sentence purposes that students will learn.

5 96 Level B Homophones: eye/I; Level C 
Homophones: way/weigh

98 Level B Homophones: eye/I/aye; Level C 
Homophones: way/weigh/whey

6 110 (blank) 112 Words of Encouragement and Scripture verse 
added (I Peter 1:13). 

7 120 In Appositive diagram #2, “the” and “great” 
are beneath “David.”

122 In Appositive diagram #2, “the” and “great” are 
moved beneath “(king).”

8 144 Task 6 QetQ chart for VERB: Number = 
“unknown” for “loved” and “died”

146 Task 6 QetQ chart for VERB: Number = 
“singular” for “loved” and “died”

9 147 Helping verb definition: A helping verb 
helps another verb assert, action, being, or 
existence.

149 Helping verb definition: A helping verb helps 
another verb assert action, being, or existence.

9 160 Task 3 Sentence Classification: Compound, 
Declarative

162 Task 3 Sentence Classification: Compound-
Complex, Declarative

9 160 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “who”  Type = 
interrogative

162 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “who” Type = 
relative

10 166 168 Scripture verse (Colossians 1:11–14) added to 
Words of Encouragement

12 198 Task 5 Modification Confirmation: The 
family, who is a light to the world, is part of 
God’s kingdom. (Cx) The family, who is a 
light to the world, is part of God’s kingdom, 
and they love one another. (Cd-Cx)

200 Task 5 Modification Confirmation: The family, 
which is a light to the world, is part of God’s 
kingdom. (Cx) The family, which is a light to 
the world, is part of God’s kingdom, and they 
love one another. (Cd-Cx)

13 208 210 Words of Encouragement and Scripture verse 
added (Hebrews 10:23)

14 226 Rule #14: Use hyphens: (a) to link compound 
adjectives, (b) to express numbers 21–99 in 
words, also fractions, (c) to divide words at 
the end of a line, or (d) replace a connecting 
word, in particular between figures.

228 Rule #14: Use hyphens: (a) to link compound 
adjectives, (b) to express numbers 21–99 in 
words, also fractions, or (c) to divide words 
at the end of a line. [Option (d) was removed 
because we use en dashes, not hyphens, 
between figures.]

14 232 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Give cookie 
to whom? all, indirect object.

234 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Bring cookie to 
whom? all, indirect object.

15 246 Task 3 Question Confirmation: What is being 
said about we? we visit; verb transitive

248 Task 3 Question Confirmation: What is being 
said about we? we visit; verb intransitive

15 248 Task 6 QetQ CONJUNCTION: “when” Type 
= subordinating adverbial

250 Remove all; no conjunction in sentence

15 248 Task 6 QetQ ADJECTIVES: “a” modifying 
“song”

250 Task 6 QetQ ADJECTIVES: “a” modifying 
“hymn”

15 249 251 Task 3 Question Confirmation, added: Which 
world? the, article adjective.
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17 268 In the following example sentence, “Old 
farmer John painted some parts of his barn 
bright purple…”, “bright” is labeled AJ 
(adjective).

270 In the following example sentence, “Old farmer 
John painted some parts of his barn bright 
purple…”, “bright” is labeled AV (adverb).

17 277 279 Task 3 Question Confirmation, added: Which 
boy? The, article adjective.

17 278 Task 6 QetQ VERBS: “was feeling” Person =  
3rd

280 Task 6 QetQ VERBS: “was feeling” Person = 1st

18 291 Task 5 Modification Confirmation: Tom 
painted the house white for it looks ugly. (Cd)

293 Task 5 Modification Confirmation: Tom 
painted the house white, for it looks ugly. 
[comma added]

18 293 Task 6 QetQ VERBS: “find” Number = 
singular

295 Task 6 QetQ VERBS: “find” Number = 
unknown

19 303 Sentence #5 diagram: “voting” is on curved 
line on stilts.

305 Sentence #5 diagram: “voting” (gerund) is on a 
stair-step line on stilts.

19 304 Task 6 QetQ VERBS: “made” Number = 
unknown

306 Tast 6 QetQ VERBS: “made” Number = 
singular

19 305 Task 6 QetQ VERBS: “created” Number = 
unknown

307 Task 6 QetQ VERBS: “created” Number = 
singular

19 306 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “Who” Number = 
singular

308 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “Who” Number = 
unknown

19 307 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “Who” Number = 
singular

309 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “Who” Number = 
unknown

20 310 (example) Boo Radley, in the novel To Kill a 
Mockingbird, seemed scary.

312 (example) Boo Radley in the novel To Kill 
a Mockingbird seemed scary. [commas 
removed]

20 312 Task 4: Appositives, for example, are 
diagrammed above the subject on a line by 
themselves.

314 Task 4: Appositives, for example, are 
diagrammed in parentheses beside the nouns 
they identify.

20 312 Most adjectives and adverbs are placed on a 
slanted line beneath the word they modify.

314 Most adjectives and adverbs are placed on a 
slanted line beneath the words they modify.

20 317, 
322

Sentence #5: Did I paint the ugly wall yellow 
while I was sleep-walking?

319, 324 Sentence #5: Did I paint the ugly wall yellow 
while I was sleepwalking?

20 318 Task 6 QetQ VERBS: “made” Number = 
unknown

320 Task 6 QetQ VERBS: “made” Number = 
singular

20 319 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “What” Number 
= singular

321 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “What” Number = 
unknown

20 320 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “What” Number 
= singular

322 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “What” Number = 
unknown

20 321 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “Who” Number = 
singular

323 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “Who” Number = 
unknown

21 326 Diagram for sentence, I enjoy running in the 
morning and in the evening, shows “running” 
as a verb.

328 Diagram for sentence, I enjoy running in the 
morning and in the evening, shows “running” 
as a gerund (on stair-step line on stilts).

21 327 (mid-page) Finally, add a subordinate clause 
to make them complex.

329 (mid-page) Finally, add a subordinate clause to 
make them compound-complex.



4 Essentials of the English Language

21 333, 
338

Sentence #4 diagram: dotted line for “but” 
goes from “father (carpenter)” to “enjoyed.”

335, 340 Sentence #4 diagram: dotted line for “but” goes 
from “yelled” to “enjoyed.”

21 334 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “who” Type = 
interrogative; “He” Type = relative

336 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “who”Type = 
relative; “He” Type = personal

21 336 Task 3 Question Confirmation: What is being 
said about who? who loves, verb, intransitive

338 Task 3 Question Confirmation: What is being 
said about who? who loves, verb

21 340 Task 1 Dictate Sentence: “a” and “quilt” are 
labeled as AV (adverbs).

342 Task 1 Dictate Sentence: “a” and “quilt” are 
labeled as AJ (adjectives).

22 342 (near bottom) Present participles with 
helping verbs will be verb phrases and have a 
subject.

344 (near bottom) Participles with helping verbs 
will be verb phrases and have a subject.

22 344 Task 4 Diagram: Jesus, who is man, is God, 
and He is King; subordinate clause “who is 
man” is diagrammed as a direct object (has 
straight line between “is” and “man”).

346 Task 4 Diagram: Jesus, who is man, is God, and 
He is King; subordinate clause “who is man” is 
diagrammed as a predicate noun (has back-
slanted line between “is” and “man”).

22 344 Task 4 Diagram: Jesus, who is good, is holy, 
and He is alive; subordinate clause “who is 
good” is diagrammed as a direct object (has 
straight line between “is” and “good”).

346 Task 4 Diagram: Jesus, who is good, is holy, and 
He is alive; subordinate clause “who is good” is 
diagrammed as a predicate adjective (has back-
slanted line between “is” and “good”).

22 349, 
353

Sentence #4: The bookcase which fell on the 
floor is Sally’s piece of furniture, so Sally is 
angry. Diagram has dotted line for “so” going 
between “bookcase” and “is.”

351, 355 Sentence #4: The bookcase that fell on the floor 
is Sally’s piece of furniture, so Sally is angry. 
Diagram has dotted line for “so” going between 
“is” and “is.”

22 349, 
355

Sentence #5: The car which won the race 
is my friend’s automobile, so she is feeling 
beside herself with joy.

351, 357 Sentence #5: The car that won the race is my 
friend’s automobile, so she is feeling beside 
herself with joy.

22 352 Task 1 Dictate Sentence: “My” is labeled “AV” 
(adverb)

354 Task 1 Dictate Sentence: “My” is labeled “AJ” 
(adjective)

22 352 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “My” Type= 
possessive; “his” Type = possessive

354 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: “My” Type = 
personal; “his” Type = personal

22 353 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Which 
bookcase? which fell on the floor, subordinate 
clause, adjectival; What fell? which, subject 
pronoun; What is being said about which? 
which fell, verb, intransitive

355 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Which 
bookcase? that fell on the floor, subordinate 
clause, adjectival; What fell? that, subject 
pronoun; What is being said about that? that 
fell, verb, intransitive

22 353 Task 4 Diagram: subordinate clause “which 
fell on the floor”

355 Task 4 Diagram: subordinate clause “that fell 
on the floor”

22 354 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUN: which 356 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUN: that
22 355 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Which car? 

which won the race, sub. clause, adj.; Which 
won? which, subject pronoun; What is being 
said about which? which won, verb; which 
won what? race; Can race replace or describe 
which? No—race, direct object; label verb 
transitive

357 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Which car? 
that won the race, sub. clause , adj.; Which 
won? that, subject pronoun; What is being said 
about that? that won, verb; that won what? 
race; Can race replace or describe that? No—
race, direct object; label verb transitive

22 355 Task 4 Diagram: subordinate clause “which 
won the race”

357 Task 4 Diagram: subordinate clause “that won 
the race”

22 356 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: which 358 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: that
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23 362 Diagram example: Jesus, who made you 
a home, made me a crown, and He made 
me His son; “and he made me His son” is 
diagrammed as S-Vt-IO-DO (straight line 
between “me” and “son”).

364 Diagram example: Jesus, who made you a 
home, made me a crown, and He made me His 
son; “and he made me His son” is diagrammed 
as S-Vt-DO-OCN (back-slanted line between 
“me” and “son”).

23 367, 
370

Sentence #2: The squirrel which climbed the 
tree threw me a peanut, so I gave him water.

369, 372 Sentence #2: The squirrel that climbed the tree 
threw me a peanut, so I gave him water.

23 367 Sentence #3 Diagram: dotted line for “so” 
goes between “sprang” and “seller.”

369 Sentence #3 Diagram: dotted line for “so” goes 
between “sprang” and “refunded.”

23 367, 
373

Sentence #4: The town hall which caught 
on fire gave the firemen fits, yet they tried to 
douse the flames.

369, 375 Sentence #4: The town hall that caught on fire 
gave the firemen fits, yet they tried to douse the 
flames.

23 367, 
375

Sentence #5: The local YMCA which 
collapsed in the fire gave the councilmen 
headaches, yet they tried to repair the 
damage.

369, 377 Sentence #5: The local YMCA that collapsed 
in the fire gave the councilmen headaches, yet 
they tried to repair the damage.

23 370 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Which 
squirrel? which climbed the tree, subordinate 
clause, adjectival; What climbed? which, 
subject pronoun; What is being said about 
which? which climbed, verb…Can tree 
replace or describe which? No—tree, direct 
object, label verb transitive

372 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Which 
squirrel? that climbed the tree, subordinate 
clause, adjectival; What climbed? that, subject 
pronoun; What is being said about that? that 
climbed, verb…Can tree replace or describe 
that? No—tree, direct object, verb transitive

23 370 Task 4 Diagram: subordinate clause “which 
climbed the tree”

372 Task 4 Diagram: subordinate clause “that 
climbed the tree”

23 370 Task 5 Modification Confirmation: The 
squirrel which climbed the tree threw me a 
peanut. (Cx) The squirrel which climbed the 
tree threw me a peanut, so I gave him water. 
(Cd-Cx)

372 Task 5 Modification Confirmation: The squirrel 
that climbed the tree threw me a peanut. (Cx) 
The squirrel that climbed the tree threw me a 
peanut, so I gave him water. (Cd-Cx)

23 371 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: which 373 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: that
23 373 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Which town 

hall? which caught on fire, subordinate clause, 
adjectival; Which caught on fire? which, 
subject pronoun; What is being said about 
which? which caught, verb intransitive

375 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Which town 
hall? that caught on fire, subordinate clause, 
adjectival; Which caught on fire? that, subject 
pronoun; What is being said about that? that 
caught, verb intransitive

23 373 Task 4 Diagram: subordinate clause “which 
caught on fire”

375 Task 4 Diagram: subordinate clause “that 
caught on fire”

23 373 Task 5 Modification Confirmation: The town 
hall which caught on fire gave the firemen 
fits. (Cx) The town hall which caught on fire 
gave the firemen fits, yet they tried to douse 
the flames. (Cd-Cx)

375 Task 5 Modification Confirmation: The town 
hall that caught on fire gave the firemen fits. 
(Cx) The town hall that caught on fire gave the 
firemen fits, yet they tried to douse the flames. 
(Cd-Cx)

23 374 Task 6 QetQ AJECTIVES: “The” Modifying 
= “hall”

376 Task QetQ ADJECTIVES: “The” Modifying = 
“town hall”
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23 375 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Which 
YMCA? which collapsed in the fire, 
subordinate clause, adjectival; What collapsed 
in the fire? which, subject pronoun; What 
is being said about which? which collapsed, 
verb intransitive

377 Task 3 Question Confirmation: Which YMCA? 
that collapsed in the fire, subordinate clause, 
adjectival; What collapsed in the fire? that, 
subject pronoun; What is being said about 
that? that collapsed, verb intransitive

23 375 Task 4 Diagram: subordinate clause “which 
collapsed in the fire”

377 Task 4 Diagram: subordinate clause “that 
collapsed in the fire”

23 375 Task 5 Modification Confirmation: The 
local YMCA which collapsed in the fire gave 
the councilmen headaches. (Cx) The local 
YMCA which collapsed in the fire gave the 
councilmen headaches, yet they tried to 
repair the damage. (Cd-Cx)

377 Task 5 Modification Confirmation: The local 
YMCA that collapsed in the fire gave the 
councilmen headaches. (Cx) The local YMCA 
that collapsed in the fire gave the councilmen 
headaches, yet they tried to repair the damage. 
(Cd-Cx)

23 376 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: which 378 Task 6 QetQ PRONOUNS: that
24 383 Sentence #4: The apples which were green 

made our stomachs ache, but we still enjoyed 
them.

385 Sentence #4: The apples, which were green, 
made our stomachs ache, but we still enjoyed 
them. [commas added]

24 387 Task 6 QetQ ADVERBS “still” Modifying 
“enjoyed”

389 Task 6 QetQ ADVERBS “still” Modifying 
“chose”

24 388 390 Task 3 Question Confirmation, added: Which 
situation? the, article adjective.

24 390 Task 1 Dictate Sentence: The apples which 
were green made our stomachs ache, but we 
still enjoyed them.

392 Task 1 Dictate Sentence: The apples, which 
were green, made our stomachs ache, but we 
still enjoyed them. [commas added]

24 391 Task 3 Question Confirmation: we chose 
them what? role models

393 Task 3 Question Confirmation: we had chosen 
them what? role models

24 392 394 Task 6 QetQ PREPOSITIONS “for”; Object 
= lives; Modifying = role models; Type = 
adjectival

Part 
III

402 Chart C (Transitive) Test: The verb is followed 
by a noun which does not re-name the 
subject.

404 Chart C (Transitive) Test: The verb is followed 
by a noun that does not re-name the subject.

Part 
III

410 Chart G 112 Model Sentences, Compound 
Structure Cd/E, S-Vt-DO-OCA: Jesus made 
me holy, so He made us joyful!

412 Chart G 112 Model Sentences, Compound 
Structure Cd/E, S-Vt-DO-OCA: Jesus made 
me holy, so He made me joyful!

Part 
III

416 Chart J Prepositions: Prepositions are always 
followed by a noun which is called the “object 
of the preposition.”

418 Chart J Prepositions: Prepositions are always 
followed by a noun that is called the “object of 
the preposition.”

Part 
III

434 Week 22, #4: The bookcase which fell on the 
floor is Sally’s piece of furniture, so Sally is 
angry.

436 Week 22, #4: The bookcase that fell on the floor 
is Sally’s piece of furniture, so Sally is angry.

Part 
III

434 Week 22, #5: The car which won the race 
is my friend’s automobile, so she is feeling 
beside herself with joy.

436 Week 22, #5: The car that won the race is my 
friend’s automobile, so she is feeling beside 
herself with joy.

Part 
III

434 Week 23, #2: The squirrel which climbed the 
tree threw me a peanut, so I gave him water.

436 Week 23, #2: The squirrel that climbed the tree 
threw me a peanut, so I gave him water.
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Part 
III

434 Week 23, #4: The town hall which caught 
on fire gave the firemen fits, yet they tried to 
douse the flames. 

436 Week 23, #4: The town hall that caught on fire 
gave the firemen fits, yet they tried to douse the 
flames.

Part 
III

434 Week 23, #5: The local YMCA which 
collapsed in the fire gave the councilmen 
headaches, yet they tried to repair the 
damage.

436 Week 23, #5: The local YMCA that collapsed 
in the fire gave the councilmen headaches, yet 
they tried to repair the damage.

Part 
IV

444 Chart AA Verb Overview, subjunctive active: 
(if) conjugated form of “to have” + present 
participle

446 Chart AA Verb Overview, subjunctive active: 
(if) conjugated form of “to have” + past 
participle

Part 
IV

447 Chart CC Verb Anatomy, indicative active: 
PROGRESSIVE (form of “to be” + past 
participle); PERFECT PROGRESSIVE (form 
of “to have” + “been” + past participle)

449 Chart CC Verb Anatomy, indicative active: 
PROGRESSIVE (form of “to be” + present 
participle); PERFECT PROGRESSIVE (form of 
“to have” + “been” + present participle)

Part 
IV

449 Indicative, Past Subjunctive: You speak as if I 
am your enemy.

451 Indicative, Past Subjunctive: You speak as if I 
was your enemy.

Part 
IV

457 (top) These 24 Punctuation and 
Capitalization rules can also found on the 
back of the weekly editing exercises at the end 
of each lesson.

459 (top) These 17 punctuation and capitalization 
rules can also be found on the back of the 
weekly editing exercises at the end of each 
lesson.

Part 
IV

457 Rule #14: Use hyphens: (a) to link compound 
adjectives, (b) to express numbers 22-99 in 
words, also fractions, (c) to divide words at 
the end of a line, or (d) replace a connecting 
word, in particular between figures. The 
well-known teacher had forty-two hundred 
former students attend her retirement dinner, 
which is from 2-4 p.m.

459 Rule #14: Use hyphens: (a) to link compound 
adjectives, (b) to express numbers 22–99 in 
words, also fractions, or (c) to divide words at 
the end of a line. The well-known teacher had 
forty-two hundred former students attend her 
retirement dinner, which is from 2 to 4 p.m. 
[Option (d) was removed because we use en 
dashes, not hyphens, between figures.]

Part 
IV

469 Week 5, Level B Homophones: eye/I 471 Week 5, Level B Homophones: eye/I/aye

Part 
IV

469 Week 5, Level C Homophones: way/weigh 471 Week 5, Level C Homophones: way/weigh/
whey

Part 
IV

477 Week 22, Level C Spelling: mis chie vi ous 479 Week 22, Level C Spelling: mis chie vous

Part 
IV

485 Week 5, Level B Homophones: eye–I; Level C 
Homophones: way–weigh

487 Week 5, Level B Homophones: eye–I–aye; 
Level C Homophones: way–weigh–whey


